How
we
Help
Our aim is to empower, connect
and strengthen families, so they
feel better equipped to deal
with the impact of cancer

At Cancer Fund for Children, we understand the devastating
impact a cancer diagnosis and treatment can have on children,
young people and their family.
Beyond the essential clinical care, families can face emotional
challenges and require additional support. We provide social
and emotional support to young people diagnosed with cancer
(aged 0-24), their siblings and families, and young people who
have a parent diagnosed with cancer and their families.

We empower, connect and
strengthen young people and their
families so they feel better equipped
to deal with the emotional impact
cancer has on their lives.

Our Criteria:
Children and young people aged 0-24 and
diagnosed with cancer within the last two years,
living in N. Ireland.
Children and young people aged 0-24 with a
parent diagnosed within the last year and living
in N. Ireland.
Families where a parent or child has been
diagnosed before the timescale above, but who
now have a palliative or end of life diagnosis.

“

“I found out I had a Brain Tumour on the 9th October 2020, four days
before my 13th birthday after falling down a few stairs. My diagnosis
made me feel sad and cross. After my operation, I had to rely on
others to help as I was very ‘wobbly’. I have stayed at Daisy Lodge in
Newcastle and would love everyone with a cancer diagnosis to get
the opportunity to stay there as it was so much fun.”
- Maggie

Individual Support
Children and young people react
to a cancer diagnosis in different
ways, regardless of age, gender,
social background, or family make
up.
Some cope well, others need
limited support, whilst others
may experience more complex
challenges.
Our team understands this and
has the experience and skills
required to offer children and
young people the ‘right support,
at the right time, in the right way.’
Our focus is flexible, informal
and tailored to meet the young
person’s needs.

Available to:
Diagnosed young people aged 5-24.
Siblings of children with cancer aged 5-24.
Young people who have a parent with
cancer aged 5-24.

Individual support, delivered by
our Cancer Support Specialists
helps children and young
people to identify and express
their emotions. It helps to
reduce anxiety and encourages
young people to develop the
confidence and practical skills to
cope with their cancer or cancer
in their family.

Group Support

Dedicated Hospital based support

Our Groupwork programmes allow children and young people
with a similar cancer experience to build friendships, gain support
and develop skills to help them cope better with cancer. This
work is delivered over weekend residentials at our residential
centre, Narnia which is based in the grounds of Daisy Lodge.

for teenagers and young adults with cancer

Cancer Fund for Children is part of the regional Teenager and Young Adult Service (TYA)
for Northern Ireland, alongside a range of other charities and all Health Trusts.
We have a dedicated Cancer Support Specialist who works in all regional hospitals
supporting young adults. This role is in partnership with Young Lives Vs Cancer.
We have a second hospital-based Cancer Support Specialist who supports teenagers
and young adults across the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children, the Belfast City
Hospital and Cancer Centre sites.

Available to:
Diagnosed young people aged 8-17.
Siblings of children with cancer aged 8-17.
Young people who have a parent with cancer aged 8-17.
Young people aged 13-17 who are completing the Duke
of Edinburgh Award.

During cancer treatment teenagers
and young adults have their own
set of unique challenges, needs
and experiences and these require
equally unique and specific support.
Our job is to provide social and
emotional support in an informal,
fun and engaging manner, seeking
opportunities where possible for
young people to connect with
others in similar situations.

Daisy Lodge

Therapeutic short breaks provide families dealing with the impact of cancer with the
opportunity to spend quality time together in a safe and supportive environment.

Supporting Parents
We know that when parents feel
listened to, valued, and empowered
they are better placed to offer
support to their children. Dedicated
parental support is in place for
those that need a little extra help in
supporting their children.

Time in Daisy Lodge allows families and individuals to gain support in managing any
difficulties resulting from cancer and to explore therapeutic strategies that may help.
Families also have the chance to meet and gain support from others in similar situations
whilst experiencing our excellent hospitality.

Support Offered:
Individual support for parents: online,
over the phone or in person. May be
a one-off session or a programme of
sessions (up to 6).
Opportunities for parents to meet
others in a similar situation through a
parental group programme.
Social opportunities for parents to
meet.
Health and Wellbeing overnight breaks.
These provide an opportunity to meet
other parents facing similar challenges.
This support offers a safe space for
parents to talk to someone about
the impact cancer has had on them
individually, on their family and explore
strategies that may help.

During your stay
Our Cancer Support Specialists offer a therapeutic programme for your family.
These sessions and workshops are designed to enhance wellbeing. Individual
sessions are available for any member of your family who would like to avail of
more focused support.

Support is open to:
Parents of diagnosed children
Parents with cancer

Our team of complementary therapists offer therapies which have been
proven to reduce stress and enhance well-being. These include reflexology,
aromatherapy, treatment massages, manicures, and facials.

Parents whose partner has cancer

We provide a wide range of activities for children and young people on-site
with dedicated play rooms equipped with toys, a pool table, games consoles,
arts supplies, as well as an outdoor play park and Narnia garden.

With the support of local businesses and other voluntary organisations, families
can avail of treats and activities in the wider Newcastle area free of charge
during their stay at Daisy Lodge.

Cancer Fund for Children provides specialist, therapeutic support to families
living with a palliative prognosis and or receiving end of life care. These
therapeutic interventions are designed to promote connection between family
members, helping them manage anxiety and providing a safe environment to
explore the ongoing emotional challenges that can arise during end-of-life care.

Supporting Bereaved Families
We understand that the death of a child or parent
has a devastating impact on families. That’s
why Cancer Fund for Children’s Cancer Support
Specialists continue to offer bereavement support
to families whose child or parent has died.
*NB: Bereavement Support is offered to families known to us prior to a loved one’s
death and is provided for up to 3 years.

Support Offered:
Individual support for those
aged 5-24.
Group support for those
aged 8-11 and 12-17.
Bereaved families are also
welcome to take therapeutic
short breaks at Daisy Lodge.

Our Support
is flexible
values the importance of
relationships
is child and young person led
respects and works with
others
is professional and
intentional

Make a referral online at
www.cancerfundforchildren.com

Our Promise
To collaborate with every young
person or parent in a flexible manner
to enhance support.
To support young people by
supporting the whole family.

Or Contact us directly :
028 9080 5599
services@cancerfundforchildren.com

To work with young people and their
parents with sensitivity, skill, and
courage.
To invest the appropriate time to build
trust, rapport and mutual respect.
To empower young people to ensure
we are not doing for them what they
may be able to do for themselves.
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