
No child 
should face 
cancer alone



We want to ensure that all 
children and young people 
impacted by childhood 
cancer in Ireland have 
access to Cancer Fund for 
Children’s services in hospital, 
in their own home, in the 
community and through 
therapeutic family short 
breaks at Daisy Lodge. 

Developing an 
All-Island Service

Impact of Childhood Cancer

Beyond the essential clinical care and 
psychosocial support offered at CHI 
Crumlin and other hospital sites, support 
in the community for families living with 
a childhood cancer diagnosis, their siblings 
and parents can be limited. There is an 
urgent need to develop additional support 
structures that will ensure families have 
access to the appropriate emotional 
support at the right time, so they are 
better able to cope. 

Need for Equitable and
Enhanced Support

A childhood cancer diagnosis is a life changing and 
challenging experience for the diagnosed child and their 
entire family circle. Complex and diverse mental health and 
wellbeing issues are felt by all at different stages during 
diagnosis and treatment. This places tremendous pressure on 
parents/guardians to care for a sick child and manage all the 
aspects of their care, whilst also trying to parent other children, 
whilst continuing to work and cope with the financial stress 
and pressure. 

On average each year 
between 300–320 children, 
adolescents and young 
adults (CAYA’s) aged 0-24 
are diagnosed with cancer 
in Ireland. There are also a 
significant number of siblings 
and parents/guardians 
impacted by cancer, 
alongside extended family 
members and friends. 



• To work with every young person or parent in a 
  flexible manner to maximise our support.

• To create environments that are safe and secure.

• To support children and young people in the 
  environment that will ensure the best outcomes.

• To invest the appropriate time to build trust, rapport 
  and mutual respect.

• To ensure our support is negotiated with children and 
  young people and they are clear on the intended 
  outcomes.

• To work with children, young people and their parents 
  with sensitivity, skills and courage.

• To use individual support, group work and short 
  breaks as our core therapeutic methods.

Our Unique Approach

Our team have excellent working relationships with clinical 
teams, other relevant charities, and wider healthcare 
professionals. The team have a clear, robust structure and 
processes in place, whilst maintaining a high degree of 
flexibility in order to meaningfully meet the needs of individual 
families. Support is offered from the point of diagnosis, and in 
the event of a child dying we also offer bereavement support.  

Since building Daisy Lodge, our therapeutic short break centre 
in Co. Down in 2014, we have worked in partnership with the 
                                                      team at CHI Crumlin 
                                                      Hospital, who have referred 
                                                      families for short breaks. 
                                                      Each year around 70 families 
                                                      from across Ireland avail of 
                                                      short breaks. The demand for 
                                                      these unique breaks 
                                                      continues to grow and we 
                                                      are currently developing 
                                                      plans to create a second 
                                                      Daisy Lodge in Co. Mayo
                                                      to ensure all families have 
                                                      access to this support. 

We have 40 years’ experience 
supporting families impacted 
by cancer in Northern Ireland.

With a proven model of care, we 
offer world leading services to 
children, young people, and their 
families in the hospital, in the 
community and through both family 
short breaks and residential group 
work for children and young 
people. 

Our Experience        We were introduced to Cancer Fund for 
Children’s Daisy Lodge a few years back. A place 
where literally every whim, wish or need is looked 
after. Their mission statement, I imagine is simply 
to grant families who are suffering, some respite, 
some time away from hospitals, white coats, 
needles, and medicine. And that they surely do! 
From the moment we arrived we were made to 
feel so welcome; the boys were made to feel 
special, and Dani was made to feel normal! 

(Mark, Dad to Dani)
 

We empower, connect and strengthen young people and their
families so they feel better equipped to deal with the emotional
impact cancer has on their lives.



Developing a National Support Service

Daisy Lodge - Short Breaks
We plan to construct Daisy Lodge, 
Co. Mayo, a 30,000 square foot short break 
centre for children diagnosed with cancer
and their families. 

Daisy Lodge, Co. Down, is currently 
operating at full capacity. We have 
supported over 10,000 children and 
parents since 2014 and the demand for 
our services is increasing, making the need 
overwhelming. Our second Daisy Lodge 
in Cong, Co. Mayo will allow us to 
increase the number of children and 
parents in Ireland we support each year from 1,800 to 4,000. That is an 
additional 2,200 children and parents every year who can avail of 
tailored short breaks.

Every child, parent and sibling will have access to the right  
supportat the right time. We do this by offering:

STAGE 1

Ward-Based Support 
The overriding role and responsibility of the 
Ward-Based Cancer Support Specialist is to 
work as an effective member of the 
multi-disciplinary team within St John’s Ward. 
Supporting families during their time in 
Haematology/Oncology by providing informal 
individual social and emotional support, with 
planned group opportunities for young people 
and parents where appropriate, helping to 
improve peer connection and reduce isolation.

STAGE 2

Future support:
Adolescents and Young Adult Ward-Based Support: As part of our vision, 
we also want to ensure that we have specific Cancer Support Specialists 
to engage with young people aged 16-24 whilst they are in-patients in 
hospital. We are acutely aware of the specific needs of these young 
people/young adults and are well experienced in building rapport, 
relationships, trust and engaging them in a way that ensures they have 
the best support possible.

Community-Based Support
Over the next two years we will establish a community-based team of 
Cancer Support Specialists who will work nationally throughout Ireland.
The Cancer Support Specialist will meet families from the point of 
diagnosis and in their own home/community. They will endeavour to 
develop strong and meaningful relationships, and provide direct individual 
support for all family members. This support will help families to  
understand the wider impact of cancer and how they can cope better  
going forward. Diagnosed children, siblings and parent/carers alongside 
whole families can access this support. 

Community support will help ensure families feel less isolated, they will 
have increased resilience, and family members will be able to cope 
better following a cancer diagnosis. 

STAGE 3

A National Support Service - Stages
The table below outlines the stages for the development of a 
National Support Service for all families with a child diagnosed 
with cancer in Ireland.

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3

Hospital-based 
Cancer Support 
Specialist (Parents 
and Children in CHI 
at Crumlin).

(National Approach) 
Develop support 
throughout Ireland for all 
children 0-24 year olds 
diagnosed with cancer 
and their families. 
Recruit 8 x Cancer 
Support Specialists 
community-based.

Further develop support 
for 17-24 year olds (AYA’s) 
diagnosed with cancer 
within hospital settings.

Open Daisy Lodge 
Co. Mayo offering 
therapeutic short breaks 
to all families across 
Ireland.

An international research study by the School of Nursing and Midwifery at 
Queen’s University Belfast and Ulster University indicates that Cancer Fund 
for Children is working at the cutting-edge of the evidence base and also 
pioneering new and innovative support for children and young people 
with cancer.



If you would like to find out more about our work 
and future plans, or you feel you can support our 
vision please get in contact with our Director of 
Services, Neil Symington on +447484000382 or
email neil@cancerfundforchildren.com
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