
19/20

IMPACT 
REPORT



Our vision is that no 
child should face 
cancer alone.
 
Our mission is to 
connect, empower 
and strengthen 
families impacted 
by cancer. 

@CancerFundChildren

@CancerFundChild

@cancerfundforchildren
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Our Year in Numbers 19/20

248
new family 
referrals

765
individual support
sessions for young 
people

22
three-day residentials
took place at our
Narnia Log Cabin

408
families availed of
a therapeutic short
break at Daisy Lodge

group support sessions
in the community,
Daisy Lodge and 
Narnia 

 

863

£2.77 was raised to 
support over 550 
families £

complementary
therapies were
provided at Daisy
Lodge 

902

Over 1,500 children and young people supported 

million



It is an honour to share my first message as 
Chair of Cancer Fund for Children. I am 
grateful for this opportunity to showcase the 
work of the charity, the impact we have made 
to local families and to thank everyone who 
has supported us.  

Cancer treatment is frightening, challenging, 
and isolating and can devastate families 
emotionally, physically, and financially. Our 
mission is simple - to support every child 
impacted by cancer, so they are better 
equipped to cope in the knowledge that 
they are not alone. Last year thanks to your 
continued support, we were able to help over 
1,500 vulnerable young people and their 
families cope with the emotional impact of 
cancer. 

The reality is that demand for our services is 
increasing. In 2019-2020 we received 248 new 
referrals for support. As a local charity we rely 
heavily on your generosity and kindness. Only 
a small part of our income comes from the 
Government, so we really do appreciate every 
single donation and every hour volunteered.  
The money you raise enables us to be there 
for young people and families when they need 
us most.

With pressures growing on cancer services 
we are proud to be able to support the 
health service by delivering emotional and 
therapeutic support to cancer patients 
throughout Northern Ireland.  

 

Chairperson’s Report

Kate Marshall, Chair
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• To reduce anxiety
• To improve resilience
• To increase confidence and independence
• To better equip families to deal with their current
   situation
• To identify and express emotions 

WE EMPOWER

WE CONNECT
• To reduce isolation
• To provide opportunites to meet others in similar 
   situations
• To develop supportive relationships
• To increase knowledge on available support 
   networks 

• To improve family relationships
• To reduce stress and tension
• To create a more positive outlook
• To increase the understanding of the impact of
   cancer on the whole family
 

WE STRENGTHEN

The impact of 
our support

In our Impact Report we have taken the 
opportunity to share information about our 
services, some of the highlights of the past 
year, stories from families we have supported 
and our plans for the future.  

I hope you enjoy reading about Cancer Fund 
for Children and our impact. Thank you for 
helping us be ‘Together Through Cancer’ with 
children, young people, and families.
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Family Voices
It is important that you hear directly from the young people 
and families we support. Their experiences not only reflect 
the impact of our work but also our values. 

 

Ellen’s Story 
“On 2nd January 2018, just a week after 
Christmas, Ellen was diagnosed with stage 
4 neuroblastoma. She was only 2 years 
and 10 months old.

Everything we knew changed in an instant.  
I went in to work the day Ellen had her 
ultrasound. I thought it would take ten 
minutes and Ellen would be away home 
with her daddy. That was it. I haven’t been 
back to work since.

Ellen was just so sick during her treatment.  
She kept getting infections between each 
round of chemo and she spent most of 
the time in hospital. Ellen became very 
withdrawn and not really herself.

We went for our first short break in April 
after Ellen had finished her 80 days of 
chemo. Everyone on the ward was telling 
us we were going to love it, but we didn’t 
really know what to expect.

It was just fabulous. Going to Daisy Lodge 
was the first time since Ellen had been 
diagnosed that she really enjoyed herself.  

Everything was so clean, and we didn’t 
have to worry about the risk of infection.  
We had been through so much and had 
had such a horrible time leading up to our 
stay. We ate amazing food, enjoyed 
relaxing massages and it was lovely for 
Ellen’s sister Lucy, who is just one year 
older, to get to play. She was missing out 
on so much because we were always 
stuck in the house. We left Daisy Lodge 
feeling relaxed and ready to face 
whatever lay ahead.”

      Your life is a complete 
nightmare when your child 
is diagnosed with cancer.  
Everything is taken away 
from you. Daisy Lodge is a 
haven, somewhere safe 
where you can get away 
from the stress of life 
with cancer.
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Nichola’s Story 
“On 12th October 2016, when Alannah was 4 weeks old, I was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. My diagnosis has had such an impact 
on our children, more than we will probably ever know. Kelsey who 
was nine at the time was just devastated. I think the worst part was 
when I lost my hair. I don’t think my cancer had really sunk in for the 
kids until then.
 
Kelsey started individual support with Cancer Fund for Children’s 
Cancer Support Specialist, Laura. At the time, she was really 
struggling. Kelsey didn’t want to go to school, and when she was in 
school, she was having to leave class and spending a lot of time at 
home in her room. My cancer was massively on her mind.

Individual support was so good for Kelsey because she was able get 
out of the house for the sessions, and away from the situation at 
home. This was her time to talk about how she was feeling and learn 
to manage her emotions.

I’m so proud of Kelsey, of how she’s handled everything and that’s 
thanks to Cancer Fund for Children. Kelsey was able to talk to Laura 
about her fears. She now has confidence and skills that will help her 
for the rest of her life. Kelsey has shared what she has learned with 
her younger brother and sisters, so the charity’s support is helping all 
of them. It’s amazing.”

       When life was so hard and so tough for us, 
Cancer Fund for Children were there to make it 
a bit easier. They were that wee light in 
the midst of it all.
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Support in the Community
 Celebrating YOUth 

100 young people age 8-24 attended our 
‘Celebrating YOUth’ event which took 
place in October. The young people were 
joined by family and friends as they 
shared uplifting stories, images and 
performances about the impact cancer 
has had on their young lives.

The night was hosted by two inspirational 
young people Jessie Cartmill (9) and 
Bernadette Hagans (23) who have both 
been supported by Cancer Fund for 
Children.  

The evening was an energetic and 
uplifting celebration of youth recognising 
the journey and the many achievements 
of young people who have participated in 
our programmes, events, and projects 
throughout the year.

Speaking about the inaugural event our 
Community Services Manager Neil 
Symington said,

“2019 has been a significant year for 
Cancer Fund for Children. We are 
continuing to support more and more 
young people and their families and are 
doing so in a much more focused manner. 
As well as providing ongoing individual 
support, we have delivered a whole range 
of initiatives to connect, empower and 

engage children and young people 
impacted by cancer.

We have worked with organisations 
including the Teenage Cancer Trust, Ellen 
MacArthur Cancer Trust, Crescent Arts 
Centre, CLIC Sargent, Friends of the 
Cancer Centre and Children’s Cancer Unit 
Charity to ensure children and young 
people impacted by cancer in Northern 
Ireland have more opportunities open to 
them and are receiving the best support 
possible.”

      After losing my leg I wanted 
to see how much I could achieve 
in a year. I’ve managed to do so 
many amazing things but one of 
my best memories was my time 
at Daisy Lodge. Thanks to Cancer 
Fund for Children I’ve had the 
opportunity to get to know other 
young people who have had 
cancer.
  
We relaxed, took part in 
workshops and took the time to 
understand each other.

- Bernadette (23) 
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Support in the Community
 

Connecting 
Young People 
We recognise the  importance of 
connecting and empowering young 
people diagnosed with cancer not only in 
their local community but across the UK 
and Ireland. This year seven young people 
attended the Teenage Cancer Trust’s ‘Find 
your Sense of Tumour’ conference in 
Staffordshire which took place in July. At 
the event, they were given the opportunity 
to explore cancer treatments, discuss the 
impact of their illness with their peers and 
have fun. Over the summer four young 
people also attended Ellen MacArthur 
Cancer Trust sailing trip in Largs, Scotland.

Bringing Some
Christmas Magic 
In December, over 200 families attended 
our annual Christmas parties. These events 
are a firm favourite enabling children and 
parents to celebrate together and create 
special memories.  

The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Bronze
Award 
Cancer Fund for Children is a registered 
training provider of the Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. This year 13 
young people completed their Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Participation 
in this recognised award scheme has 
helped young people impacted by cancer 
rebuild lost confidence and connected 
them with their communities and other 
young people.

Last year, of the 550 families we 
supported sadly 30 parents and 13 
children died. Our team of Cancer 
Support Specialists provided these 
families with a range pre and post 
bereavement support throughout 
this very distressing time. This 
included Individual Support on the 
hospital ward and at home, as well 
as therapeutic short breaks 
allowing families approaching end 
of life to create special memories 
together.
 

Bereavement Support 

“After attending group work sessions 
with other young people, I felt that I 
was not alone. My cancer will not hold 
me back from living life and realising 
my dreams for the future.” 



Working in Partnership

9

 

The Ireland Funds
We know that young people diagnosed with cancer are six times 
more likely to face mental health issues like depression and anxiety, 
than their peers. Some of the issues young people have told us they 
face include uncertainty about their future, loss of friendship groups, 
isolation, anxiety, and they can struggle with changes in their body 
image. With the support of The Ireland Funds, the RISE programme 
helps teenagers and young people tackle these issues head on.
 
The RISE Programme supports young people age 8-17 diagnosed 
with cancer and their siblings and aims to help improve their mental 
health and emotional well-being. Each young person supported 
through the RISE programme benefits from a tailored plan of 
 

National Lottery 
Community Fund
We would like to thank the National Lottery Community Fund for 
their continued support of our enhanced Young Shoulders 
Programme. The Young Shoulders Programme helps to connect 
and empower young people age 0-24 who are struggling to cope 
with their parent’s cancer diagnosis. The need for this service is 
increasing. This year, we received 194 new referrals to the Young 
Shoulders Programme, an increase of 31 children from the previous 
year. Children and young people are offered the opportunity to 
participate in individual support and group work and alongside their 
families are offered the opportunity to benefit from a therapeutic 
short break at Daisy Lodge. 

individual support, group support and individual follow up. Our team 
of Cancer Support Specialists create a safe space for young people 
with cancer to come together and talk about their cancer with their 
peers.

The Ireland Funds grant of €100,000 will enable Cancer Fund for 
Children to provide 80 children and young people impacted by 
cancer with vital emotional support. Each young person will benefit 
from a programme of eight individual support sessions and three 
residential group support sessions. Participation in the RISE 
programme will help young people rebuild their confidence, improve 
their emotional wellbeing and resilience, and enable them to reflect 
on their personal experience of cancer. It will also provide them with 
the opportunity connect to others going through a similar 
experience, away from the medical environment. 



In May 2019, the Department of Health announced the development of a new cancer 
strategy for the next ten years. The strategy is currently being developed in consultation 
with a range of health professionals, public bodies, local charities and most importantly 
people who have been directly impacted by cancer.

We, like many other stakeholders, are keen that the unique experience of children and 
young people diagnosed with cancer is heard so that their specific needs are taken 
into consideration. With the support of the Department of Health, we consulted with 
8-24 year olds who have been diagnosed with cancer and their parents to hear their 
views and experiences. 97 people took part in our online survey and 30 young people 
and parents participated in our consultation event. Some of the issues young people 
and parents told us about included:

Advocacy
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Northern Ireland Cancer Strategy 

WAITING TIMES
Participants told us about the shock of diagnosis, and how 
their whole family routine was upended. One common theme 
raised by participants was that waiting times for a diagnosis 
and/or test results were agonising and could be improved.

ISOLATION 
Isolation was a big issue raised. Often young people were 
treated on hospital wards with no other patients their own 
age. This also meant that parents didn’t meet other parents.

CHARITIES
Participants highlighted the vital role charities play in supporting 
families throughout treatment. Young people mentioned looking 
forward to visits by charity staff as it gave them someone to talk 
to and discuss their worries with, and helped to take their mind 
off treatment. Parents also expressed that the services provided 
by charities offered them vital emotional support to help them 
cope with the impact of their child’s cancer. 

BETTER FACILITIES
Parents highlighted the lack of facilities available whilst they 
were staying in hospital with their child.  Some common issues 
raised included not having anywhere to make meals or to 
rest. The lack of car parking was also highlighted with parents 
sharing the difficulties they experienced finding a car parking 
space when bringing their child in for treatment or leaving for 
a couple of hours to get supplies.

AGE APPROPRIATE FACILITIES
Many spoke about the specific needs of teenagers and young 
adults, specifying that current units are designed towards 
younger children or adults. They highlighted the need for a 
unique space for teenagers and young adults.     

We would like to say a huge thank you to all the young 
people and parents who took part in our consultation. 
Their voices are vital in the development of the new 
cancer strategy for Northern Ireland.  

P
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Therapeutic Short Breaks
This year 1,680 young people and their parents/carers had the opportunity to spend time 
away from hospital and home life at our therapeutic short break centre, Daisy Lodge.
 
Daisy Lodge is a nurturing space that is purpose-built to support families at the most 
vulnerable, difficult, and exhausting time in their lives. Our Specialist Team creates a safe 
space for families to rebuild their confidence and their hope in the future. The team provide 
a sense of comfort and wellbeing and families receive the right level of support to relax, 
connect, and meet other families living through cancer.

 

 

Parent Education Days
This year 140 parents attended a series of 
Parent Education Days  in response to need for 
greater emotional support for parents who are 
struggling with impact of their own, or their 
child’s cancer.
 
Parents often report that they neglect their 
own self-care and cite the detrimental impact 
that living for a prolonged period of time in a 
hyper-vigilant state has on their physical, 
mental, and emotional wellbeing. Our 
Education Days and Health and Wellbeing 
events help parents manage stress and anxiety 
and become more resilient. The sessions also 
have a focus on nutrition and eating well with 
cancer.
 
A range of guest speakers shared their 
knowledge and expertise, parents shared 
personal stories and their tips for coping with 
the impact cancer has on family life. The 
programme included interactive workshops 
facilitated by our team of Cancer Support 
Specialists and Complementary Therapists, 
with a healthy menu provided by our hospitality 
team.

Individual Feedback
 
98% felt more relaxed after their short break
99% said their break had a positive impact on wellbeing
94% valued quality time together as a family

family group sessions
were facilitated.  

863
complementary
therapies were
provided. 

902

How Families Felt:
 
                                                        

Tired  
Stressed
Anxious  

Hopeful                                                                        
Positive                                                                                
Happy                                                                                

Before their 
short break

After their 
short break:

46%
44%
39%

25%
30%
29%

3%
1%
3%

44%
65%
62%



Cancer Fund for Children
is a company limited by
guarantee (Company 
Number NI049930) and an
Inland Revenue approved
Charity (XR29768). Registered
with the Charity Commission
for Northern Ireland (NIC100532).

Registered Office
Curlew Pavilion
Portside Business Park
Airport Road West
Belfast
BT3 9ED

Auditors
Moore (NI) LLP
Donegall House
7 Donegall Square North
Belfast
BT1 5GB

Financial Performance
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Income: £2.77 million

Expenditure:£2.23 million

Donations and
fundraising
Restricted 
funding

Other income

Cost of
fundraising
Charitable
activities

Governance

In 2019/2020 we raised a total of £2.77 million.

£538,470 net income over expenditure transferred to reserves.



Three is the Magic Number

Celebrating Our Success - Fundraising
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Top Fundraising School 

 
 

The Daisy Ball

Corporate Hospitality Siobhan’s Toughest Opponent Carson McDowell Does Strictly

The Agnew Group, rounded off their three-year 
partnership with Cancer Fund for Children with a 
total of £300,000! The 1,150-strong team at the car 
retailers raised the money through a wide range of 
initiatives including payroll giving, cake sales, golf 
days, and a Mourne Mountain challenge. The 
Agnew Group also very generously matched all of 
their staff’s fundraising and donations which helped 
them reach their phenomenal total. 

Ballyclare High School raised £6,520 this year, 
fending off 49 other schools to win our ReadOn
Trophy for Top Fundraising School. Having taken part 
in ReadOn, our reading challenge, for the last 16 
years, over 10,000 pupils from the school have raised 
a staggering £108,657. Thousands of books have 
been read by Ballyclare High School’s pupils who 
have in turn supported other children and young 
people struggling with cancer.  

In May, over 300 guests attended the spectacular 
Daisy Ball at the Culloden Estate & Spa, which was 
organised by local businessman and Cancer Fund 
for Children supporter, Leslie Hughes OBE. 
Entertainment included country singing sensation 
Nathan Carter, and the cast of the West End 
musical, The Jersey Boys, as well as an amazing 
auction of ‘money can’t buy’ items. Over £125,000 
was raised on the night.   

This year, we launched our Corporate Hospitality 
packages at Daisy Lodge, offering this amazing 
space for organisations to hold events, meetings 
and team building days. On days when we have no 
families availing of short breaks, this opportunity 
allows us to generate additional income, as well as 
provide more visitors with an insight into our facilities 
and the support we offer. In this first year, we 
delivered over 34 packages, raising over £17,500 and 
have received excellent feedback and even more 
bookings.  

Cancer Fund for Children received £66,950 from 
‘Siobhan’s Toughest Opponent’, a group set up to 
raise funds for the treatment of Siobhan McCann 
from Castlewellan. Sadly, Siobhan passed away in 
May and her family decided to use the funds raised 
to support local cancer charities. Much of the 
fundraising was organised through St John’s GAC, 
who are continuing to fundraise in Siobhan’s 
memory with an annual event.   

In November 20 dancers, a mix of clients and staff, 
from legal firm Carson McDowell donned their 
sequins and sparkle as they competed in a Strictly 
Come Dancing event in aid of Cancer Fund for 
Children. Over 600 guests attended the glamorous 
event which raised a staggering £52,000, with Senior 
Partner Neasa Quigley taking home the Glitterball 
Trophy after scoring a perfect 40 with her dance 
partner, Kevin Feenan from Marsh.   
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In the Spotlight

Awards Five Years of Daisy Lodge Volunteers’ Week
Heron Brothers, the construction company behind 
the building of our therapeutic short break facility 
won big at the Construction Excellence Awards 
which took place in October. They took home the 
award for ‘Best Building in Use’ for Daisy Lodge. 
Our hospitality team were also awarded their sixth 
consecutive Taste of Ulster award recognising the 
quality of the menus prepared by the team to 
ensure families enjoy healthy and nutritious meals 
during their short break.   

In October we celebrated Daisy Lodge turning five. 
Since our world class facility was officially opened 
by top golfer Rory McIlroy in 2014, we have provided 
over 2,140 families and 5,012 young people impacted 
by cancer with a nurturing short break, far removed 
from hospital wards and treatment regimes. Nola 
Harrison, who helped us mark this milestone, said 
that her daughter Zara was able to smile again 
thanks to the specialist support she received. 

We celebrated the contribution our amazing 
volunteers make at a special event in Audi Belfast 
during Volunteers’ Week, in June. Without their 
support driving buses, taking part in street 
collections, raising awareness, and helping out in 
our offices and at Daisy Lodge we would not be 
able to support hundreds of young people and 
families every year.    

Digital Stats 16.4k followers

5.5k followers

2.6k followers

31.9K people 
visited

96.4K  pages
were viewed

Website 



Cancer Fund for Children
Curlew Pavilion
Portside Business Park
Airport Road West
Belfast, BT3 9ED

Contact Details

T (NI): 028 9080 5599
T (ROI): 01 562 1580        
cancerfundforchildren.com

Registered with the Charity Commission for NI NIC100532.
Cancer Fund for Children is a registered charity in Ireland (20142681). CHY 21682.

@CancerFundChildren

@CancerFundChild

@cancerfundforchildren

@cancerfundforchildren
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President
The Lady Moyra Campbell

Board Members (NI)
Kate Marshall, Chairperson
Joan Ballantine, Honorary Treasurer
Gareth Neill, Honorary Secretary
Ken Brundle
Michelle Hatfield
Dr Robert Johnston

 

Ambassador 
Rory Best

Board Members (ROI)
Gerry Halpenny
Donal O’Shaughnessy
Dr Cormac Owens

Jerry Staple

cancerfundforchildren.ie
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